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School Board Study Session Minutes District Services Center
Large Conference Room

The study session of the Board of Education of Independent School District 719 was called to order by Board
Chair Bullyan, in the large conference room at the District Services Center, on April 27, 2026 at 6:12 p.m.

Board Members Present: Lisa Atkinson, Amy Bullyan, Mary Frantz, Charles Johnson, Jessica Mason,
Jessica Olstad, Dustin Smith

Board Members Absent: None

Administrators Present: Superintendent Thomas, Executive Director of Academic Services Anderson,
Executive Director of Business Services Rider, Executive Director of Administrative Services Cothern, District
Administrators

Casey Blochowiak, representing Studer Education, presented a summary of the PLSAS annual survey results.
This was a report only. No board action was requested.

Matthew Hammer, representing Ehlers & Associates, presented ballot options and tax impact scenarios for
November 2026.

Per board policy 203, Board Chair Bullyan called for anyone wishing to address the board during the open
forum segment on the board agenda and two community members spoke during this forum.

Superintendent Thomas presented the purpose and the agenda for the study session.

The Executive Director of Academic Services Anderson presented the Elementary Literacy & Secondary
Mathematics Curriculum Presentation along with Curriculum Specialist, Gwen Moldan, Director of
Assessment and Improvement, Zumbusch, 1st Grade Teacher at Hamilton Ridge Elementary, Shana Bates,
and 5th Grade Teacher at Hamilton Ridge Elementary, Elizabeth Frye. A curriculum review was read, with
board action scheduled for the May 4, 2026 meeting.

PROCLAMATIONS

Director Johnson read the following proclamation:
National School Nurses (Health Services) Appreciation Week - May 4-8, 2026

Director Smith read the following proclamation:
Teacher Appreciation Week - May 4-8, 2026

Director Atkinson read the following proclamation:
School Communicators Week - May 4-8, 2026

Executive Director of Business Services Rider presented the 2026-27 preliminary budget update that included
the following:

e The preliminary FY27 budget

e Historical list of budget adjustments

e Like district comparison of STARS data
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Executive Director of Business Services Rider presented a kindergarten enrollment update. This was a report
only. No board action was requested.

Director of Child Nutrition Services Malone presented the an annual wellness report for review. This was a
report only. No board action was requested.

Board Chair Bullyan summarized the discussion held during the earlier special board meeting regarding the
process for replacing the superintendent. Potential options and timelines will be considered in upcoming board
meetings.

Executive Director of Administrative Services Cothern, representing the Board Policy Committee, presented
the following policies for a first read:

e Policy 102: Equal Educational Opportunity

Policy 103: Complaints - Students, Employees, Parents, Other Persons
Policy 301: School District Administration

Policy 302: Superintendent

Policy 303: Superintendent Selection

Policy 304: Superintendent Contract, Duties & Evaluation

Policy 306: Administrator Code of Ethics

Policy 506: Student Discipline

Policy 621.1: Weighted Grading System

Policy 806: Crisis Management

After discussion the policies will be brought back to board for a second and final reading with board action at
the May 4, 2026 board meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 11:14 p.m.
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