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Regular School Board Meeting Minutes 
of the Board of Education 

A special meeting of the Board of Education of Independent School District 719 was called to order by Board 
Chair White, in the professional development center at the District Services Center on September 16, 2025 at 
3:00 p.m. 
 
Chair White led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Board Members Present: Lisa Atkinson, Amy Bullyan, Mary Frantz, Jessica Mason, Daniel White 
 
Board Members Attending Virtually:  Charles Johnson (3:10 pm), Jessica Olstad 
 
Administration Present: Superintendent Thomas, Executive Director of Business Services Rider, Executive 
Director of Administrative Services Cothern, District Legal Counsel 
 
A motion was made by Director Atkinson, seconded by Director Mason, to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried:  6 – 0 
 
Chair White read the following: 
The Minnesota Open Meeting Law, Minnesota Statutes, Section 13D.05, subdivision 3(b), allows the Board to 
close a meeting to engage in attorney-client privileged discussions. The Board seeks to meet with its attorney 
to discuss the status of a charge alleging a violation of the Minnesota Human Rights Act and discuss potential 
settlement of the charge through a conciliation process. There is a need for absolute confidentiality because 
the district’s position would be compromised if such discussions took place in public and could be overheard 
by the adverse party or their representatives. Thus, the District’s interest in maintaining confidentiality 
outweighs the public’s right to hear the discussion.  
 
Accordingly, I will hereby entertain a motion that this meeting be closed pursuant to the attorney-client 
privilege for the reasons cited. 
Motion by Director Atkinson, seconded by Director Mason to move to the closed session. 
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Mason, Olstad, White 
Voting against: none 
Motion carried:  6 – 0 
 
The Board also has a second closed session on its agenda. Because there won’t be action taken on the first 
agenda item, the Board will now move to close the meeting for a second session based on Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 13D.05, subdivision 3(b), to engage in attorney-client privileged discussions. The Board 
seeks to meet with its attorney to discuss pending litigation in the matter of Zahn v. Independent School 
District No. 719, et. al., including the risks, benefits, and strategies for responding. There is a need for 
absolute confidentiality because the district’s position would be compromised if such discussions took place in 
public and could be overheard by the adverse party or their representatives. Thus, the district’s interest in 
maintaining confidentiality outweighs the public’s right to hear the discussion.  

 
Accordingly, I will hereby entertain a motion that this meeting be closed pursuant to the attorney-
client privilege for the reasons cited. 
Motion by Director Atkinson, seconded by Director Bullyan to move to the closed session. 
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Mason, Olstad, White 
Voting against:  none 
Motion carried:  6 – 0 
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The board moved to a closed session at 3:07 p.m. 
 
After both closed sessions have concluded, the board reconvened in open session to adjourn. 
 
A motion was made by Director Frantz, seconded by Director Mason, to open the meeting. 
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, Olstad, White 
Voting against:  none 
Motion carried:  7 – 0 
 
The meeting reopened at 5:40 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Director Frantz, seconded by Director Mason, to adjourn 
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, Olstad, White 
Voting against:  none 
Motion carried:  7 – 0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:42 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Amy Bullyan, Board Vice-Chair/Clerk 
Independent School District 719 
4540 Tower Street SE 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 
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