
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 719
4540 Tower Street SE
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372

Regular School Board Meeting Minutes
of the Board of Education

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Independent School District 719 was called to order by Board 
Chair White, in the board room at the District Services Center on October 13, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

Chair White led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Board Members Present: Lisa Atkinson, Amy Bullyan, Charles Johnson, Jessica Mason, Daniel White, Student 
Rep Obioma Osuji

Board Member Attending Virtually:  Mary Frantz

Board Member Absent: Jessica Olstad

Administration Present: Superintendent Thomas, Executive Director of Business Services Rider, Executive 
Director of Administrative Services Cothern, Executive Director of Academic 
Services Anderson, District Administrators

LAKER PRIDE | SPECIAL RECOGNITION | LAKER SHOWCASE

• We honored Spanish Immersion Class of 2027 that earned Bilingual Seal Awards from their proficiency 
test last spring under the leadership of Spanish Teacher Kate Dunklee.

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT

Superintendent Thomas introduced the following legislators that were present to give a legislative update:
• State Senator Eric Pratt, representing Prior Lake District 54.  
• State Senator Lindsey Port, representing Savage District 55, was unable to attend.
• State Representative Ben Bakeberg, representing Prior Lake District 54B. 
• State Representative Jessica Hanson, representing Prior Lake District 55A, was unable to attend.

Superintendent Thomas highlighted the following:
• Continuous improvement section on our website that contains live continuous improvement data
• Celebrating 562 board scholars on October 21st

• PL & Savage Chambers community conversation with schools, business and community leaders on 
November 12th at the high school at 8:00 am with the extension of inviting lawmakers to carry our 
message to St. Paul.

• New Laker Hall of Fame 2025 Inductees

PROCLAMATIONS
The following proclamation was read:

• Executive Director of Business Services Rider spoke on Business & Finance Staff Appreciation Week 
October 27-31, 2025.

Per board policy 203, Board Chair White called for anyone wishing to address the board during the open forum 
segment on the board agenda and three community members spoke during this forum.

A motion was made by Director Bullyan seconded by Director Johnson, to approve the agenda.
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, White
Voting against:  None
Motion carried:  6 – 0
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A motion was made by Director Mason, seconded by Director Atkinson, to approve the consent agenda, as 
follows:
A. Financial Items:

1. Check/Wire Transfer Disbursement Summary for September 2025
2. Wire Transfer, EFT and ACH Banking Activity for September 2025
3. Bank Reconciliation Statements for June, July & August 2025
4. Monthly Investment Summary for September 2025
5. Monthly Wire Detail for September 2025
6. Monthly Health/Dental Wire Detail for September 2025
7. Monthly Check Detail for September 2025
8. Monthly ACH Detail for September 2025

B. Purchases over $25,000:
• City of Prior Lake - $68,987.82
• Intermediate District 287 - $31,501.58
• Solid Rock Construction - $75,530.00
• Sysco Western MN - $29,965.02
• Allied Blacktop Company - $171,212.00
• Dakota Truck Underwriters - $34,937.00
• MVEC - $30,219.93
• Xcel Energy - $86,677.43
• Concrete Science LLC - $61,021.42
• Sysco Western MN - $117,308.06
• Veritiv Operating Company - $42,769.62
• Fireplaces N More, Inc. - $29,950.00
• Intermediate District 917 - $28,715.98
• Prior Lake School Bus Association - $301,892.54
• Sysco Western MN - $56,140.75

C. Monthly Financial Report for July & August 2025

D. Enrollment Report (monthly report showing student count as of the first Friday of the month)

E. Approval of School Board Minutes as follows:
• Regular Board Meeting - September 8, 2025
• Special Board Meeting - September 16, 2025
• Study Session - September 22, 2025

F. Personnel Items:
1. Candidates for employment are as follows: 

Certified
• None

Coaches:
• Maria Barnard - Laker Learners Tutor - CES (new position)
• Nataley Brown - Assistant Dance Team Coach (Booster Paid) - Winter - HS (resignation)
• David Hruby - B Squad Girls Basketball Coach - HS (resignation)
• Sophie Kohlbeck - Assistant Girls Hockey Coach (Goalie) - HS (resignation)
• Colin O'Connor - 9th Grade Football Coach (Booster Paid) - HS (new position)
• Daniel Russell - 9th Grade Girls Basketball Coach - HS (resignation)
• Ellie Wendorff-Bathke - Assistant Dance Team Coach (Winter) - HS (resignation)
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Support Staff:
• Theresa Bentz - Child Nutrition Helper - TOMS (reassignment)
• Sasha Beuc - Child Nutrition Assistant Helper/Cashier - LODL (resignation)
• Allison Birk - Administrative Assistant - Communications & HR - DSC (resignation)
• Paula Bjornson - Special Education Para - Center Based - Dist. (resignation)
• Paula Bjornson - Kids' Company Special Ed Para - Dist. (new position)
• Patrizia Borgerding - Child Nutrition (Part Time) - RR (resignation)
• Mary Buhl - Child Nutrition Helper - TOMS (resignation)
• Anne Castle - Early Childhood Teaching Assistant - EW (leave of absence)
• Karen Culver - Child Nutrition Assistant Helper/Cashier - LODL (reassignment)
• Peyton Dahlquist - Kids' Company Assistant (Before School) - RR (resignation)
• Maria DiCicco - Kids' Company Assistant/Noon Sup. - RR (resignation)
• Jenifer Haley - Child Nutrition Helper - HS (reassignment)
• Aleane Hernandez Paz - Child Nutrition (PT) - LODL (reassignment)
• Fabiola Holm - Lunchroom/Noon Supervisor - RR (resignation)
• Shari Holtan - Building Administrative Assistant (MTS) - WW (leave of absence)
• Adela Gonzalez Rodriguez - Kids' Company Assistant (Before School) - LODL (resignation)
• Trung Le - Child Nutrition Helper - HS (resignation)
• Akiko Lehtinen - Child Nutrition Helper - HS (resignation)
• Santos Mosqueda - Custodian - EW/WW (resignation)
• Chandler Nolen - Child Nutrition Helper - HS (reassignment)
• Abilene Paz Castillo - Child Nutrition (PT) - LODL (reassignment)
• Emily Raveling - Special Education para (Resource) - TOMS (resignation)
• Lucas Schauff - Custodian - RR (resignation)
• Mary Schoettle - Kids' Company Assistant (Before School) - HRE (new position)
• Quinn Sturm - Special Education Para (Resource - TOMS (resignation)
• Charles Summers - Noon Supervisor - TOMS (resignation)
• Monica Taylor - Child Nutrition Helper - HS (resignation)

2. Resignations, terminations and non-renewals:
• Matthew Baer - Speech Coach - HS (effective September 23, 2025)
• Paula Bjornson - Special Ed Para/Kids' Company Para - WW (effective October 14, 2025)
• Erin Bores - Girls' MS Tennis Coach (.5 FTE) - TOMS/HOMS (effective September 10, 2025)
• Kellie Bowers - Occupational Therapist - RR/FH/EW (effective September 26, 2025)
• Karen Culver - Child Nutrition - LODL (effective September 4, 2025)
• Sara Dahlquist - Special Ed Para - WW (effective September 25, 2025)
• Kyle Fearing - Boys' Basketball Coach - (9A) - HS (effective September 16, 2025)
• Nicole Grzeskowiak - Special Ed Admin Asst. - TOMS (effective October 31, 2025)
• Cody Harrell - Kids' Company Assistant - RR (effective September 8, 2025)
• Shannon Hennen - Child Nutrition Asst. Site Manager - RR (effective October 31, 2025)
• David Hruby - 9th Grade Girls Basketball Coach - HS (effective September 11, 2025)
• Maria Hurni - ECFE Teaching Assistant - JP (effective September 12, 2025)
• Kylie Karsky - Assistant Knowledge Bowl Coach - HS (effective September 26, 2025)
• Lance Katers - Custodian (Outside Maintenance) - Dist. (effective October 3, 2025)
• Megan Kelley - Kids' Company Asst/Noon SP - LODL (effective October 3, 2025)
• Madeline Kohlbeck — Assistant Girls' Hockey Coach (Goalie) - HS (effective September 8, 

2025)
• Sophie Kohlbeck - Assistant Girls' Hockey Coach - HS (effective September 23, 2025)
• Sholpan Kubyeikhan - Child Nutrition - GD (effective September 29, 2025)
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• John Maresh - Assistant Boys' Track & Field Coach - HS (effective September 19, 2025)
• Grace Mattox - Girls' B Squad Lacrosse Coach - HS (effective September 30, 2025)
• Chandler Nolen - Child Nutrition Helper - HS (effective September 23, 2025)
• Jayden Ohm - Custodian - GD (effective September 22, 2025)
• Julia Ondracek - Assistant Boys' Swimming Coach (.25 FTE) - HS (effective September 24, 

2025)
• Brooke Otterstatter - Assistant Varsity Softball Coach - HS (effective September 9, 2025)
• Emily Polster - Speech Coach (.5 FTE) - HS (effective September 17, 2025)
• Drew Pottinger - Boys' 9th Grade Basketball Coach (9B) - HS (effective September 23, 2025)
• Stephen Ray - Assistant Boys' Basketball Coach - HS (effective September 16, 2025)
• Edward Sousa - Special Ed Para - TOMS (effective September 8, 2025)
• Jacob Stiele - Assistant Nordic Ski Coach - HS (effective October 4, 2025)
• Charles Summers - Special Ed Para - HS (effective September 4, 2025)
• Kaitlyn Young - Softball Coach (B Squad) - HS (effective September 9, 2025)

3. Leaves of Absence:
• Brooke Branson - Kids' Co. Assistant/Noon SP - GD (January 12 to April 3, 2026)
• Marcia Burroughs - Administrative Asst. - WW (August 11, 2025 to TBD)
• Mary Hoffman - ESL Teacher - GD (October 1, 2025 to February 28, 2026)
• Debra Maxfield - ECFE Teaching Assistant - EW (November 3, 2025 to February 5, 2026)
• Jennifer Molitor - Elementary Principal - GD (September 9 to October 20, 2025)
• Milena Palacios - Spanish Immersion 3rd Grade Teacher - LODL (effective January 18 to 

March 28, 2026)
• Ann Piper - Media Specialist - WW/LODL (October 30 to November 20, 2025)
• Kayla Schlink - Special Ed Para - GD (effective September 22 to November 4, 2025)
• Kailey Schlink - Special Ed Teacher - HS (effective January 5 to March 29, 2026)
• Lisa Theis - Health Aide - GD (September 2 to October 20, 2025)
• Jena Wagner - 1st Grade Teacher - WW (effective February 2 to May 17, 2026)

Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, White
Voting against:  None
Motion carried:  6 – 0

Member Bullyan introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS
The motion for adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member Johnson and upon vote
being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, White
The following voted against the same: none
The foregoing resolution was approved this 13th day of October 2025.
(full resolution on file at the district office)

Executive Director of Administrative Services Cothern presented an additional staffing request.  
A motion was made by Director Bullyan, seconded by Director Johnson to approve the following:
•  Student Support Paras from A & I Budget (Cost Neutral)
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, White
Voting against:  None
Motion carried:  6 - 0

Executive Director of Business Services Rider and Executive Director of Administrative Services Cothern, 
presented a preliminary enrollment projection and October 1 class size data.  This was a report only.  No 
board action was requested.
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Executive Director of Business Services Rider and Director of Operational Services Powers presented 
elementary attendance boundary information for further discussion.  This was a report only.  No board action 
was requested.

Superintendent Thomas presented his updated 2025-26 goals for board action.  
A motion was made by Director Johnson, seconded by Director Mason to approve the revised goals.
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, White
Voting against:  None
Motion carried:  6 – 0

BOARD POLICIES
None at this time.

REPORTS

Administrative Reports
• None

Board Reports
• Director Johnson reported on the recent Policy Advisory Committee Meeting.
• Director Atkinson reported on the Finance Advisory Committee Meeting and Title IX.
• Director Mason reported on the September Finance Advisory Committee Meeting in September and the 
Special Education Advisory Council Meeting.

• Director Bullyan reported on the Community Education Advisory Council Meeting and the Policy Advisory 
Committee Meeting.

• Director Frantz reported on the recent Teaching & Learning Committee.
• Student Council Rep Obi reported on High School Academics, MNCAPS Career Fair, AP classes (82%
pass rate last year trying to match), sports including football, girls soccer, girls/boys cross country, PLHS 
choir Masterworks Concert, band performances, NHS, Speech and DECA clubs starting at the end of the 
month, Laker Leaders visited middle schools, successful homecoming week, pep fest Friday, a win against 
Shakopee, neon theme for homecoming dance and student council is involved in community services 
events.
A motion was made by Director Bullyan, seconded by Director Johnson, to adjourn and move into closed 
session.
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, White
Voting against:  None
Motion carried:  6 – 0
Meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.
The meeting closed at 7:52 p.m. in accordance with the Open Meeting Law (Minn. Stat. 13D.03) for the 
purpose of discussing negotiation strategy.
A motion was made by Director Frantz, seconded by Director Mason, to open the meeting.
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, White
Voting against:  None
Motion carried:  6 – 0
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The meeting reopened at 8:24 p.m.

A motion was made by Director Bullyan, seconded by Director Frantz, to adjourn
Voting in favor:  Atkinson, Bullyan, Frantz, Johnson, Mason, White
Voting against:  None
Motion carried:  6 – 0

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Amy Bullyan, Board Vice-Chair/Clerk
Independent School District 719
4540 Tower Street SE
Prior Lake, MN 55372
AB/mw


