
 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 719 

4540 Tower Street SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372 

 
 

Regular School Board Meeting Minutes 
of the Board of Education 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Independent School District 719 was called to order by Board 
Chair Ruelle, in the board room at the District Services Center on September 8, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Chair Ruelle led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Per board policy 203, Board Chair Ruelle called for anyone wishing to address the board during the open 
forum segment on the board agenda regarding items not on the current agenda and three community 
members spoke during this forum. 
 

Board Members Present: Julie Bernick, Amy Crosby, Jonathan Drewes, Mary Frantz, Michael Nelson,  
Stacey Ruelle, Enrique Velázquez, Student Representative Bella Drewes 

 
Board Members Absent:  None 
 
Administration Present: Superintendent Staloch, Executive Director of Human Resources Quiram, 

Executive Director of Business Services Cink, District Administrators 
 
A motion was made by Jonathan Drewes, seconded by Amy Crosby, to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried: 7 – 0 
 
A motion was made by Michael Nelson, seconded by Enrique Velázquez, to approve the consent agenda, as 
follows: 

A. Financial Items: 
1. Check/wire transfer disbursement summary for July 2021 
2. Wire transfer, EFT, ACH banking activity for July 2021 
3. Building bond investment report for July 2021 
4. Monthly wire detail for July 2021 
5. Monthly health/dental wire detail for July 2021 
6. Monthly check detail for July 2021 
7. Monthly ACH detail for July 2021 

B. Approval of school board minutes as follows: 
• Regular board meeting – August 9, 2021 
• Study Session – August 23, 2021 
• Special Board Meeting – August 25, 2021 

C. Personnel Items: 

1. Candidates for Employment as follows: 

Certified Staff: 
• Rebeca Bernhagen – Spanish Teacher (MTS) – HS (leave of absence) 
• Chloe Christy – 3rd Grade Teacher (MTS) – HRE (leave of absence) 
• Laura DiMarco – Elementary Teacher – Dist. (reassignment) 
• Joe Engle – Secondary Teacher – Bridges (new position) 
• Tessa Fink – Special Education (Life Skills Center-Based) Teacher – RR (resignation) 
• Joy Kamano – Laker Online Teacher – Dist. (new position) 
• Rachel Kruenegel – 5th Grade Teacher for PLSEA (MTS) – FH (resignation) 
• Mary Jo Luethmers – Laker Online Teacher – Dist. (new position) 
• Rochelle Metzger – Laker Online Teacher – Dist. (new position) 
• Kristine Miller – Physical Education Teacher (.5 FTE) – Dist. (reassignment) 
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• Lynn O’Connor – ESL Teacher (LTS) – Dist. (leave of absence) 
• Allison Roberts – Health Teacher (.3 FTE) – HS (reassignment) 
• Karen Slattery – Elementary Teacher – Dist. (reassignment) 
• Melissa Sovde – Music/Art Teacher for Spanish Immersion (.8 FTE) – LODL (new position) 
• Melissa Sovde – Spanish Reading Interventionist (.2 FTE) – LODL (reassignment) 
• Taylor Venteicher – 7th Grade Math Teacher (MTS) – TOMS (leave of absence) 
• Amy Wander – Licensed School Nurse (MTS) – Dist. (leave of absence) 
• Matthew Williamson – Technology Education Teacher – HOMS (reassignment) 
 
Coaches: 
• Aneshia Fisher – Assistant Varsity Girls Basketball Coach – HS (resignation) 
• Alex Head – Assistant Varsity Wrestling Coach – HS (resignation) 
• Jade Lawrence – Assistant Varsity Football Coach – HS (resignation) 
• Emily Nelson – Assistant Varsity Girls Cross Country Coach – HS (resignation) 
• Takuma Padilla – Head Mock Trial Advisor – HS (resignation) 
• Josephine Sommers – MS Girls Swim Coach – HOMS/TOMS (resignation) 
• Jonathan Tolbert – 9th Grade Football Coach – HS (resignation) 
• Andrew Weis – Assistant Varsity Boys Swim Coach – HS (leave of absence) 
• Jessica Zielinski – Assistant Girls Swim Coach – HS (resignation) 
 
Educational Support Staff: 
• Deanne Adams – Special Needs Nurse – TOMS (new position) 
• Esther Anderson – Child Nutrition Site Manager – RR (resignation) 
• Theresa Ausland – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (resignation) 
• Paula Bjornson – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (resignation) 
• Carrie Burch – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (resignation) 
• Angelina Carrigan – Student Support Para (ECSE) – EW (resignation) 
• Tiffany Daly – Media Support – TOMS (resignation) 
• Nancy DiCicco – Student Support Para (Ex-Curricular Activities (Summer Band) – HS (new 

position) 
• Cindy Ebel – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (reassignment) 
• Janelle Gessner – Child Nutrition Assistant – HRE (resignation) 
• Kimberly Graupmann – Early Childhood Screening Nurse – EW (resignation) 
• Thor Greengard – Early Childhood Assistant (Nature-Based Preschool) – JP (resignation) 
• Tatyana Grinberg – ECFE Assistant – EW (resignation) 
• Javilyn Jodsaas – Lead Custodian – HS (resignation) 
• Lesa Jongeling – Student Support Para (Testing) – HS (resignation) 
• Patty Kain – Guidance Secretary – TOMS (resignation) 
• Taylor Koenig – Custodian – Bridges (reassignment) 
• MacKenzie Kueck – Student Support Para (Special Ed) (MTS) – GD (leave of absence) 
• Nicole Leaf – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (resignation) 
• Katherine Lichtenberger – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (resignation) 
• Whitney Lindberg – Child Nutrition Assistant – GD (resignation) 
• Abbigael Linkert – ECFE Assistant – EW (resignation) 
• Ashley Murray – Child Nutrition Assistant Site Manager – GD (reassignment) 
• Lynda Noterman – ECFE Secretary (MTS) – EW (resignation) 
• Abigail Ohlendorf – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (resignation) 
• Justin Okerstrom – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (resignation) 
• Marie Petry – Lunchroom Supervisor – TOMS (resignation) 
• Rebecca Rekward – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (resignation) 
• Jill Ruekert – Child Nutrition Assistant – TOMS (resignation) 
• Kari Schmidt – Student Support Para (Special Ed) – Dist. (resignation) 
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• Pat Tasse – Child Nutrition Site Manager – GD (resignation) 
• Lisa Taylor – Child Nutrition Assistant – TOMS (resignation) 
• Susan Tersteeg – ECFE Assistant – Nature Classes – EW (resignation) 
• Todd Uplegger – Health Aide Nurse LPN/RN – FH (reassignment) 
• Gabriel Webster – Custodian (MTS) – GW (leave of absence) 
• Joni Wendt – Custodian – HS (resignation) 
• Janelle Yakymi – Lunchroom Supervisor – HOMS (resignation) 
 

2. Resignations, terminations and non-renewals as follows:     
• Brenda Becker - Child Nutrition Assistant Manager - RR (effective August 7, 2021) 
• Jaimie Beretta - Special Ed Paraprofessional - HRE (effective August 24, 2021) 
• Danielle Bliss - Special Ed Paraprofessional - GD (effective August 2, 2021) 
• Alexa Bloedow - Assistant Girls Lacrosse Coach - HS (effective immediately) 
• Susan Bonner - Child Nutrition Helper - TOMS (effective August 24, 2021) 
• Cassandra Bornholdt - Lunchroom Supervisor - TOMS (effective August 16, 2021) 
• Kimberly Browman - Special Ed Paraprofessional - JP (effective August 6, 2021) 
• Angelina Carrigan - Lunchroom Supervisor - TOMS (effective August 21, 2021)   
• Emma Chapman - Special Education Teacher - RR (effective immediately) 
• Booker Coplin - Assistant Boys Basketball Coach - HS (effective immediately) 
• Amy Crnecki - ECFE Assistant - EW (effective July 30, 2021) 
• Kristin Dahlen - Child Nutrition Helper - HOMS (effective August 25, 2021) 
• Sydney Dale - Kids' Company Assistant - RR (effective August 27, 2021) 
• Shannon Davis - Health Aide RN - FH (effective August 10, 2021) 
• Anna Diffley - Synchronized Swim Coach - HS (effective immediately) 
• Jennifer Eberle - Custodian - EW/WW (effective September 1, 2021) 
• Colleen Elert - Kids' Company Assistant - WW (effective August 27, 2021) 
• Kristin Forster - Special Ed Paraprofessional - WW (effective August 16, 2021) 
• Angela Glum - Special Ed Paraprofessional - JP (effective August 22, 2021) 
• Karsten Gonzalez - Assistant Cheer Coach - HS (effective immediately) 
• Thor Greengard - Kids' Company Assistant - JP (effective August 26, 2021) 
• Sophie Koloski - Special Ed Paraprofessional - FH (effective August 2, 2021) 
• Jade Lawrence - 9th Grade Football Coach - HS (effective immediately) 
• Akiko Lehtinen - Child Nutrition Helper - HS (effective August 16, 2021) 
• Mary Lezer - Kids' Company Assistant - EW (effective August 31, 2021) 
• Ashley McCann - Special Ed Paraprofessional - TOMS (effective August 21, 2021) 
• Katie Mehlhorn - Special Ed Paraprofessional - HOMS (effective August 2, 2021) 
• Jessica Neri - Special Ed Paraprofessional - WW (effective August 16, 2021) 
• Patricia Nyhus - Child Nutrition Cashier - GD (effective August 3, 2021) 
• Takuma Padilla - Assistant Mock Trial Advisor - HS (effective immediately) 
• Ann Putz - Special Education Teacher - JP (effective August 20, 2021) 
• Brenda Robrock - MS Girls Swim Coach - HO/TO (effective immediately) 
• Eduardo Sanchez - Custodian - HS (effective August 27, 2021) 
• Brandon Sayre - Special Ed Paraprofessional - HS (effective August 25, 2021) 
• Hailey Seidel - Special Ed Paraprofessional - RR (effective August 12, 2021) 
• Melissa Smith - Lunchroom Supervisor - HS (effective August 20, 2021) 
• Jessica Stoodley - Assistant Girls Swim Coach - HS (effective immediately) 
• Susan Tersteeg - Child Nutrition Helper - HOMS (effective August 18, 2021) 
• Mariah Uphoff - Special Ed Paraprofessional - TOMS (effective August 16, 2021) 
• Alex Van Krevelen - Assistant Wrestling Coach - HS (effective immediately) 
• Alex Van Krevelen - Assistant Football Coach - HS (effective immediately) 
• Jennifer Walters - Kids' Company Assistant - RR (effective August 27, 2021) 
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• Nathan Whiting - Technology Education Teacher - HOMS (effective August 31, 2021) 
• Nathan Whiting - Assistant Wrestling Coach - HOMS (effective immediately) 

 
3. District Retirements as follows: 

• Michael Autenrieth - Child Nutrition Site Manager - GD (2.5 years of service) 
• Roberta Harper - Kids' Company Assistant - FH (18 years of service) 

 
4. Leaves of absence as follows: 

• Kathleen Bores - Reading Interventionist - HRE (family leave - August 31-September 13, 2021) 
• Olivia Williamson - Communications/Reading Teacher - TOMS (maternity/family leave - February 

5 - March 31, 2022) 
 

Motion carried:  7 – 0 
 

Member Frantz introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
RESOLUTION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS (full resolution on file at the district office) 
The motion for adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member Velázquez and upon vote 
being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Bernick, Crosby, Drewes, Frantz, Nelson, Ruelle, 
Velázquez 
The following voted against the same:  none 
The foregoing resolution was approved this 8th day of September 2021. 
 
Laker Pride | Special Recognition | Laker Showcase 
Superintendent Staloch presented a video of the PLSAS journey through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Executive Director of Business Services Cink presented a PLSAS Shelter Lease agreement.  The board 
reviewed this agreement at the August 23, 2021 study session. 
A motion was made by Mary Frantz, seconded by Julie Bernick, to approve the PLSAS Shelter Lease 
agreement, as presented. 
Motion carried:  7 – 0 
 
Jeff Seeley, representing Ehlers & Associates presented a presale report for General Obligation Alternative 
Facilities & Capital Facilities Refunding Bonds, Series 2021A.  The district has the opportunity to refinance 2 
bonds. 
 
Member Velázquez introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption, which motion was seconded by 
Member Frantz: 
RESOLUTION RELATING TO $13,500,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION ALTERNATIVE FACILITIES AND 
CAPITAL FACILITIES REFUNDING  BONDS, SERIES 2021A; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS SERVICES OR SUPERINTENDENT AND ANY 
BOARD OFFICER TO AWARD THE SALE THEREOF AND TO TAKE SUCH ACTION AND EXECUTE ALL 
DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO ACCOMPLISH SAID AWARD AND SALE 
(full resolution on file at the district office) 
Upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Bernick, Crosby, Drewes, Frantz, Nelson, 
Ruelle, Velázquez 
and the following voted against the same: none 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 
 
Director of Teaching & Learning Edwards and Director of Equity & Inclusion Ouk presented the district response 
on non-concurrence that was officially presented to the board on July 12, 2021.   
A motion was made by Stacey Ruelle, seconded by Amy Crosby, to approve the response, as presented. 
Motion carried:  7 -0 
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Director of Community Education Services Weyrauch and CES Community Involvement Coordinator Jenny 
Nagy, presented highlights from the summer programming through community education services.  This was a 
report only. No board action was requested. 
 
Superintendent Staloch and Director of Technology Milazzo presented a technology levy presentation. This was 
a report only.  No board action was requested. 
 
Executive Director of Business Services Cink presented a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Prior Lake 
(Youth Relations Officer/School Resource Officer). 
A motion was made by Mary Frantz, seconded by Jonathan Drewes, to approve the agreement as presented. 
Motion carried:  7 – 0 
 
Board Member Crosby introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption which motion was seconded 
by Member Velázquez: 
RESOLUTION RELATING TO ESTABLISHING THE LOCATION FOR ABSENTEE VOTING FOR SCHOOL 
DISTRICT ELECTIONS NOT HELD ON THE DAY OF A STATEWIDE ELECTION 
(full resolution on file at the district office) 
Upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Bernick, Crosby, Drewes, Frantz, Nelson, 
Ruelle, Velázquez 
and the following voted against the same:  none 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 
 
Board Member Bernick introduced the following and moved its adoption:  
 
BE IT RESOLVED, Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) authorizes school business to be conducted on 
Christopher Columbus Day, also declared Indigenous People Day by the Governor’s previous 
proclamation(s), the second Monday of October, per M.S. 645.44, Subd. 5.  
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing was duly seconded by Board Member Frantz, and upon vote being 
taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:    
and the following voted against the same:  none 
whereupon said declaration duly passed and adopted.  
 
POLICY 
There were no policies presented for review or approval. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Superintendent’s Report 

Our mission is to educate all learners to reach their full potential as contributing and productive members of 
our ever-changing global community.  

 
Superintendent Staloch highlighted the following: 

• School has begun for our secondary students.  
• Elementary assessments are underway now with school beginning on Friday for grades K-5.  
• Circle of Friends Preschool students to school beginning September 13.  
• Back to School Safe-Learning Plan  
• Livestreamed State of the Schools presentation at 7 p.m. on September 22,  
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Administrative Reports 
Executive Director of Business Services Cink reported on the following: 

 Enrollment update 
 Levy Certification will be presented at the September 27th meeting 
 Preliminary audit will be presented at the September 27th meeting 
 Federal funds audit will be presented at a later date 
 An updated federal COVID funding overview will be posted on the district website 

 
Board Reports 

 Student Rep Drewes reported on the first day of school, Link Crew with the incoming freshmen, student 
council holding 3 meetings over the summer and currently are planning homecoming and will be 
volunteering at Chalkfest. 

 Treasurer Drewes reported on attending SCALE with a superintendent roundtable discussion and 
attending the CE Advisory Council meeting. 

 Vice-Chair/Clerk Nelson reported on visiting the middle schools and high school where the focus was 
making students feel comfortable on their first day. 
 

A motion was made by Mary Frantz, seconded by Enrique Velázquez, to close the regular meeting and 
transition to a closed meeting. 
Motion carried:  7 – 0 
 
The board adjourned the business meeting at 7:22 p.m. and transitioned to a closed meeting.  
 
The meeting closed in accordance with the Open Meeting Law (Minn. Stat. 13D.03) for the purpose of 
discussing negotiation strategy.  
 
A motion was made by Mary Frantz, seconded by Enrique Velázquez, to open the meeting.  
Motion carried: 7 – 0  
 
Meeting re-opened at 7:50 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Stacey Ruelle, seconded by Michael Nelson, to adjourn.  
Motion carried: 7 – 0  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
Michael Nelson, Vice Chair/Clerk 
Independent School District 719 
4540 Tower Street SE 
Prior Lake, MN  55372 
 
MJN/mw 
 
 


