
 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 719 

4540 Tower Street SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372 

 
 

Regular School Board Meeting Minutes 
of the Board of Education 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Independent School District 719 was called to order by Board 
Chair Ruelle, via in-person and audio/visual conferencing on January 11, 2021 at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Chair Ruelle led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Per board policy 203, Board Chair Ruelle noted that there was one comment received prior to noon.   
 

Board Members Present In-Person: Julie Bernick, Amy Crosby, Jonathan Drewes, Mary Frantz, Michael 
Nelson, Stacey Ruelle, Student Rep Nana Sam Brew 

 
Board Members Present Virtually:  Enrique Velázquez 
 
Administration Present: Superintendent Staloch, Assistant Superintendent Holmberg, Executive Director of 

Human Resources Quiram, Executive Director of Business Services Cink, District 
Administrators 

 
A motion was made by Jonathan Drewes, seconded by Michael Nelson, to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried: 7 – 0 
 
A motion was made by Mary Frantz, seconded by Enrique Velázquez, to approve the consent agenda, as 
follows: 

A. Financial Items: 
1. Check/wire transfer disbursement summary for December 2020 
2. Wire transfer, EFT, ACH banking activity for December 2020 
3. Bank reconciliation statements for November 2020 
4. Building bond investment reports for December 2020 
5. Monthly wire detail for December 2020 
6. Monthly health/dental wire detail for December 2020 
7. Monthly check detail for December 2020 
8. Monthly ACH detail for December 2020 

B. Approval of school board minutes as follows: 
• Board study session – December 14, 2020 
• Regular board meeting – December 14, 2020 

C. Personnel Items: 

1. Candidates for Employment as follows: 

Certified Staff: 
 Molly Bennett - Kindergarten Teacher (MTS) - JP (leave of absence) 
 Natalie Dube - District Substitute - GD (leave of absence) 
 Jennifer James - Special Education Teacher (Setting I & II Resource Teacher) (MTS) - HO (leave of 

absence) 
 Jennifer James - Special Education Teacher (Setting I & II Resource Teacher) (MTS) - TO (leave of 

absence) 
 
Coaches: 
 Kristin Henry - Assistant Girls Hockey Coach - HS (resignation) 
 Joel Kanz - Boys Hockey Coach (Goalie) - HS (resignation) 
 Paige Larson - Assistant Nordic Ski Coach - HS (new position) 
 Jade Lawrence - Assistant Girls Track Coach - HS (resignation) 
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 Garett Moselle - Assistant Girls Hockey coach - HS (new position) 
 MacArthur Moser - Assistant Boys Track & Field Coach - HS (resignation) 
 
Educational Support Staff: 
 Allison Drube - Special Education Paraprofessional (Setting III - CID & Life Skills Program) - Dist. 

2. Resignations, terminations and non-renewals as follows:     
 Alexa Horning - Varsity Dance Assistant Coach - HS (effective December 21, 2020) 
 Maria Medina - Special Education Para - HS (effective December 22, 2020) 
 Divya Mekala - Assistant Girls Track & Field Coach - HS (effective immediately) 
 Kristina Monsen - Varsity Dance Assistant Coach - HS (effective December 21, 2020) 
 Kris Szajner - Technology Integration Specialist - Dist. (effective January 8, 2021) 
 Tresa Thoennes - Child Nutrition Assistant Manager - HS (effective January 5, 2021) 
 Andy Weis - Assistant Boys Swim Coach - HS (effective immediately) 

3. Leaves of absence as follows:     
 Claribel Cora - Gr. 1 & 2 DLA Teacher - LODL (maternity leave - April 12 to August 2021) 
 Laura Hageman - Gr. 5 Teacher - JP (maternity/family leave - March 19 to June 14, 2021) 
 Dan Marquardt - Custodian - HRE/WW (medical leave - December 30, 2020 to April 21, 2021) 
 Ginny Running - Physical & Health Disabilities Teacher - RR/Dist. (medical leave - March 9 to 

 April 13, 2021) 
 Rebecca Worrell - Circle of Friends Preschool Teacher - EW (FMLA leave - January 4 to February 

 15, 2021) 
 
Motion carried:  7 - 0 

 
LAKER PRIDE | SPECIAL RECOGNITION | LAKER SHOWCASE 
 
• We recognized the PLSAS Operations, Transportation, Health & Safety Department 

 
Executive Director of Human Resources Quiram presented an educational support staff (ESS) staffing request. 
A motion was made by Mary Frantz, seconded by Amy Crosby, to approve the following staffing request, as 
presented:  

 Speech Assistant Coach = $3,750 
This position will be booster funded. 
Motion carried:  7 - 0 
 
Executive Director of Human Resources Quiram presented a PLSEA Memorandum of Understanding. 
A motion was made by Jonathan Drewes, seconded by Enrique Velázquez, to approve the memorandum, as 
presented. 
Motion carried:  7 – 0 
 
Superintendent Staloch and members of the PLSAS administration presented a Ready to Learn Plan update.  
This was a report only.  No board action was requested. 
 
Board Chair Ruelle presented the 2021-24 superintendent contract.  The Board Executive Committee 
recommended the approval of the contract. 
A motion was made by Stacey Ruelle, seconded by Enrique Velázquez, to approve the contract, as presented. 
Motion carried:  7 – 0 
 
POLICY 
 
There were no policies currently in the review process. 
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REPORTS 
 
Superintendent’s Report 

Our mission is to educate all learners to reach their full potential as contributing and productive members of 
our ever-changing global community.  

 
Superintendent Staloch reported on the following: 

 Kindergarten enrollment begins on January 14, 2021 for the 2021-22 school year.  A Connect to 
Kindergarten event will be held on March 4, 2021 and a Kindergarten Open House on May 18, 2021. 

 PLSAS has partnered with Scott County Connect Therapy to offer five virtual parent training sessions 
that will help support our students through the challenges of COVID-19.  Register for this free webinar 
series on any district school website. 
 

Administrative Reports 
 None 

 
Board Reports 

 In the absence of Student Board Rep Haferman, Nana Sam Brew updated the board on student stress 
as we near the end of the semester, tension from recent events at the capital and the importance of 
relationship building.  Students are excited to return to school in the hybrid model. 

 Vice Chair/Clerk Nelson reported on an Early Learning Advisory Council Meeting.  If anyone is interested 
in joining the council, please contact Erin Metoxen or Lori Parker at Edgewood School.  Nelson also 
reported on a Public Engagement Committee meeting with discussion regarding the February 1st 
meeting with our legislators. 

 Director Frantz reported that she sits on the MDE Committee for science/math standards and social 
studies standards.  Drafts will be posted on the MDE website and open for public comments in February.   
Frantz attended the AMSD meeting and a Scott County meeting with discussion surrounding the Student 
Health Survey. 

 Chair Ruelle reported on an AMSD meeting where they heard from legislators and their commitment to 
the budget. 

 Treasurer Drewes welcomed our two new board members and our returning board member to another 
term.  

 
A motion was made by Jonathan Drewes, seconded by Mary Frantz, to adjourn. 
Motion carried:  7 – 0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 
 
 
 
Michael Nelson, Vice Chair/Clerk 
Independent School District 719 
4540 Tower Street SE 
Prior Lake, MN  55372 
 
MN/mw 
 
 


