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Special School Board Meeting Minutes 
of the Board of Education 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of Independent School District 719 was called to order by Board 
Chair Ruelle, in the professional development center at the District Services Center on March 26, 2015 at 6:00 
p.m. 
 
Board Members Present: Hanson, Rittenour, Ruelle, White, Wolf 
 
Absent:  Enger, Sorensen 
 
Chair Ruelle reviewed the superintendent selection process. 
 
Search Consultant Ken LaCroix reviewed the interview process, timeline and the candidates. 
 
The school board reviewed and edited first round interview questions.  Each board member was assigned 
questions. 
 
There were a total of 24 applicants that applied for the position.   The committee reviewed their applications 
and letters of recommendations. The top candidates surfaced rather easily to the top. The main qualities the 
committee looked for were:  
 

• All candidates have had teaching and principal experience.  
• All candidates are currently in district level leadership roles.  
• They were responsible for leading initiatives that were the same or similar to PLSAS. 
• The six finalists have a mix of metro and non-metro candidates but all who have had some larger 

district experience in their past.  
 
The board reached consensus on six (6) candidates to complete first round interviews on April 8th and April 9th. 
 

• William Gronseth, Superintendent, Duluth, MN 
• Jeff Holmberg, Assistant Superintendent, Prior Lake–Savage Area Schools 
• Nicholas Ouellette, Superintendent, Odebolt-Arthur & Battle Creek – Ida Grove Schools 
• Thomas Sager, Director of Finance and Operations, Owatonna, MN 
• Teri Staloch, Assistant Superintendent, Osseo, MN  
• Greg Winter, Superintendent, Braham, MN 

 
A motion was made by Dan White, second by Rich Wolf to adjourn. 
Motion carried:  5 - 0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Dan White, Clerk/Treasurer 
Independent School District 719 
4540 Tower Street SE 
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