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School Board Work Session Minutes 
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District Services Center 
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The work session of the Board of Education of Independent School District 719 was called to order by Chair 
Sorensen in the professional development center at the District Services Center on May 19, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Board Members Present: Murray, Rittenour, Shimek, Sorensen, White, Wolf 
 
Board Members Absent:  Ruelle 
 
Administrators Present:  Superintendent Gruver, Assistant Superintendent Holmberg, Director of Business Affairs 
Cink, Director of Human Resources Mons, Activities Director Rodine, Director of Operations/Transportation Dellwo, 
District Elementary, Middle School and High School Principals 
 
Kids’ Company Coordinator Kelly Vossen presented a new Early Learners Academy, a five day a week program at 
Grainwood for the school year 2014-15. All children in-district and out-of-district and will be 4 years of age by 
September 1, 2014 are eligible.  The full-day program will focus on kindergarten readiness.  Kids’ Company will be 
moving forward with marketing this program. 
 
At the last study session in April, the board, along with Activities Director Rodine and Director of Business Affairs 
Cink, discussed reinstating assistant coaching positions that were cut from the budget in 2010 and being funded by 
the Booster Club.  Also discussed was allowing PLSAS students, Grades 9-12 with student identification, into sport 
and activity events, free of charge with the exception of football and boys hockey.  The board would like to move 
forward and implement this for 2014-15 with a review at the end of the year.  A formal proposal will be brought to 
the board at the regular board meeting on June 2, 2014. 
 
Assistant Superintendent Holmberg presented a preliminary social studies overview and recommendation. Key 
components will be integrating English Language Arts (ELA) standards into social studies instruction and focusing 
on electronic resources and tools, shifting away from textbook/paper resources.  A committee recommendation will 
be presented at the regular board meeting on June 2, 2014. 
 
Superintendent Gruver and Director of Business Affairs Cink discussed kindergarten enrollment and space options 
for 2014-15.  We are currently at 517 students registered for kindergarten and have budgeted 525.  Space has been 
reviewed. 
 
The board discussed current open enrollment at two of our elementaries, Glendale & Redtail Ridge.  Board policy 
507 was provided.  The board will pass a resolution at the June 2, 2014 board meeting, closing open enrollment for 
all grade levels at Glendale Elementary and Redtail Ridge Elementary for school year 2014-15 due to capacity and 
class size issues. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
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